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— ARE. THE DEAD, WHICH DIF IN 


tive er ee incident to mortals in ſuch a 

Rate. The hope, it inſpires, the conſolation, it ad. 
"5 the grave, clearly demonſtrate its divine origin, 

5 was * « LE uched with the feeling of our infirmities.“ 


own frailty. It was not for unaſliſted reaſow' 100 
extend her view over the ocean of life, and . 


cover © a new heaven and a new earth on then 5 Yr 
other ſide. It was for © the bright and T orning hs Ty 


= Star“ to diſpel the darkneſs of the grave” 
for the Sun of * to ariſe, and illumi- 


Rev. XIV, 13. 


1 


1 Lo RD. — 


O feature more ſtrongly marks the divin- 
ity of the chriſtian religion, than the rich 
proviſion, which it has made for the be- 
lever againſt the day of calamity. It was evi- 
dently deligned for a ſick, diſconſolate, and dying 
world ; and has amply provided for all the afflic- 


a 
g 74 


miniſters, and the cheering, the animating proſ- 
pect, which it opens to the eye of faith heyond 


and are an evidence, that its benevolent Author 


It was not in human wiſdom to provide for its. 


It was 
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"BN = — he heck by! Wing life out! 8 
* 10 light. We have now ſufficient knowledge © con- 
PfPeerning them, that are aſleep, not to ſorrow, even 
3 28 others, who have no hope; for if we believe 
hat Jeſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo, 
which ſleep Jeſus, will God bring with him.“ 
Although, therefore, we be ſummoned to watch 
the laſt moments of a pious friend, to behold the 
lovely form, that once ſpoke, and ſmiled, and 
taught, now mouldering back to duſt,” or to fol- 
low the dear remains to the filent manſions of the 
grave, we would not N eee but rather kan 
upon that arm, which conquered death and the 
— that Word, whith'iy * the-rew 
rurrection and the life,” Here is the ground of 
1 2 the gt ae patience. Here are the hopes an 
1 , of © thoſe, who keep the 8 
1 ments 4 God, and the faith of Jeſus.“ e 
4 they are affiired from his own mouth, < He _ 
. believeth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
SY. live.” Here too is the vo of be £ 5 4 om exe; which 
_ of affliction le 8 ‚ Ne the 4 videw 
F tie in the Lord, from heffeeforth ; ; yea, ſaith the 
bl © Spirit, that they may reſt from their _ an 
mar works do follow them” - 
3 + 5 "Ws Shall we, then, ſorrow for our pious pe 
diends, as thoſe, who have no hope? Shall we 
wor becauſe they are freed from a world of 
= 1 * and diſtreſs, and admitted to a pa- 
FA radiſe 


Vos 


1 


radiſe of reſt, peace, joy, and happineſs ? Do vr 
weep, becauſe they, who once wept with us, can # n * 


| weep no more? Are we diſconſolate, becauſe-thel 


are gone to de comforted 7 Is the oil of our joy , gt 


wake ſriri ering, are . Pe 


water of lite, that proceedeth out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb ?” Let us ſing of mercy 
as well as of judgment, and rejoice, that we are un- 
der the government of a Being, who “ is- righ- 
teous in all his ways and holy in all his works.” 


*The Lord killeth, and he maketh alive; he 


bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 
—̃ — how to die; 
and is able to fulfil eee 
133 that die in the Lord. 


For the encouragement of all been — 


tereſt in this privilege, and particularly, for the 


conſolation of thoſe, whoſe pious friends have al- 


ready gone to enjoy it; we ſhall attempt, firſt, to 
deſcribe the character of them, who die in the 


Lord: and, ſecondly, ſhew in what that bleſſed- 


in white robes, and permitted to oer d 


neſs We eee en dn ann en 1 


the goſpel. 2 0 e 


I. We are to deſerib ths charagte of thew, 


that die in the Lord. 12751 th 

Io do this without the light H 
2 taſk. impoſſible. Without - an wi OI 
| . that there is a future ſtate of bleſſedneſ 


oi © 
x . ' 
4 * F > 


co 1 


Much leſs 2 netilk- 


ry to enjoy it. Human reaſon long ſought in vain | 
"$ A or future happineſs for thoſe, who were moſt 
8 in ms wwe for virtue and ee N 


Hinently uſefu ae habitually why 4 


| Ute, Ws #: forever extin& at death. It was ob- 


„that the diſtribution of good in this world 8 


dore no proportion to the different deſerts of 
men; that the righteous were often ſeen in adver- 
; fity, hlt the wicked were exulting in proſperity; 


nd, yet, one event happened to chem both. This 


circumſtance led the 'wiſeſt of the heathens to de- 


fire, and even to look, though it were through 


2 "glaſs darkly,” to a ſtate, where this ſeeming 
inequality would be reconciled, and mankind 


judged in righteouſneſs, and every man rewarded 


known, that the moſt perfec 
had ſinned, and violated the laws of nature and 
reaſon; and thereby expoſed themſelves to the 


5 - 
+ * Mo , 
4 8 


according to his works. But ſtill there were dif- 
ficulties, Which the mind was unable to ſolve, and 


doubts, that could not be removed. It was 
of the human race 


Gipleaſure of heaven. How to atone for theſe 
ſins, and be reconciled to an offended Deity, they 


knew not. And even though a merciful God 


ſhould be diſpoſed to paſs by the imperfections of 


| the wiſeſt and beſt of them; yet they could gain 


no ſatisfaction concerning the reſurrection of the 


7 and knew not * ſoul could exiſt 
* without 4 


1 a 

— — wang ane their. — 
riends without hope; and died . 2 
thoſe, who are to riſe no more. 
The religion of the Jews went hut one tep 
further towards removing the difficulty. It fur- 
niſhed more juſt conceptions of the nature and 


more ** 3 — ſin, W making 


any expreſs proviſion for pardon and forgiveneſs. 
80 that, “ when the law came, ſin revived“ It 
furniſh a new and better rule of conduct; and, 


as 2 motive to obedience, promiſed ent 


* — — death —— the hope of a — 


to the diſobedient and ungodly. It was indeed 


were ſtill veiled in darkneſs. Some of the in- 
ſpired men in after ages gave obſcure intimations 
of 2 life to come; but a reſurrection. from the 


grave and an immortality eee 
were not fully known, till the Star in the Eaſt 


pointed to the manger, where ſlept the ene 
tion and the life. From him we learn how the 


juſtice of offended. heaven was ſatisſied; how a 
violated law was vindicated and honored; how 
the guilt of the world was taken away, and the 


fallen race reſtored to thei! Inſt purity, perfection, 
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and Happineſs. It was this Jeſus, who firſt taught, 


_ that © the dead ſhall riſe ;” and, as a proof of 
| his authority to proclaim it as well, as his com- 


paſſion for the afflicted, he repeatedly ſpake to life 


the mouldering duſt, and reſtored the reanimated 
day to the arms of his believing friends. 


From his goſpel we are taught the character of 


them, that die in the Lord. This aſſures us, that 
they, who keep the commandments of God and 
the faith of Jeſus, are in the number, whom death 
cannot deſtroy, nor the grave confine forever. 
Death to them is a bleſſing, a freedom from the 
calamities of life; and the grave a reſt from their 
labors. If their belief be built upon this ſure 


foundation—ſuch a belief as has engaged them in 


the ſervice of God and their Redeemer; and ex- 
cited them to a conſcientious diſcharge of all the 
relative duties of life —ſuch a belief as is connected 
with a good conſcience and productive of the fruit 
of holineſs, working by love and purifying the 
heart if this be the nature of their belief, 
* Whether they live, or die, they are the Lord's.“ 


Thoſe, who would die in Chriſt, muſt firſt live 


i in him; for © in death there is no remembrance 


of him; in the grave, who ſhall give him thanks? 


They u be united to him by a living faith; 

poſſeſs in ſome degree the temper and fpirit of his 
religion; and manifeſt by the purity of their 
hearts and the holineſs of their lives, that they are 

led © the — of God. In order to know 


Whether 


E 3 
hoon the doctrine, which they have 1 
be of God, they muſt do his will; for they only 
who do the will of our heavenly Father can enter 


into his kingdom. Not every one, that calleth on 
his name, or boaſteth of his faith, is entitled to 


this privilege; but, ſaith the Savior, He that do- 
eth the will of my Father, which is in heaven.“ 8 


It is true, that evangelical faith naturally tends to 
produce evangelical repentance and new obedience, 
but it is equally true, that without the latter we 
demonſtrate, that we are deſtitute of the former. 
If ye continue in my word, faith the Redeemer, 
« then are ye my diſciples indeed” —i. e. if ye con- 
tinue ſteadfaſt in your belief of the goſpel, and 
conſcientious in your obedience to its commands, 
then will ye be qualified for the blefledneh af thoſe, 
who die in the Lord. 
Faith and obedience ſuppoſe che Haas poſſeſſed | 
A — of the goſpel ; ſuch as 
meekneſs and humility, moderation and chaſtity, 
temperance and ſobriety, benevolence and charity, 
| patience and hope, reſignation to the will, and 
pious ſubmiſſion to the government of heaven. 
If the ſoul be tending heavenward, its converſation 
will be there. The great concerns of religion and 
à deſire of living in habitual preparation for death 
will keep it vigilant in guarding againſt the tempt- 
| ations of ſin, and active in fulfilling the reſolutions 
ol holineſs. It will dread above all things the diſ- 


pleaſure of heaven ; and, therefore, will avoid as 5 


the 


— 


* 


—_— — — —— —_ g 
—... ³˙ wm ·ͤ⅛Viꝛ ⏑ ᷣ¹m T... ˙iw. ² en ea en > COON 
I * 2 
* * 


1 
3 WY” 5 
4 


TAI eee tee I —— — — —— 
« . 
* 


ad” 


: acceptance. Not content with any 


re before, it continually * 
mark for the prize of che-high cali of God 


N on the power and grace of God, ir will 
ſeek with diligent and unwearied imp : 


£5 Spirit to enlighten, to THEN,” to Bols d 
to five; Convinced of the neceſſity 


ceſſity of — 
Advocate and Interceſſor with the Father, it Wil 
make mention of Chriſt's righteoufneſz, and plead 
bis merits alone for audience, for patdon, and for 


ment in religion, nor any fuppoſed advances in 2 


pitt le, but © forgetting the things, that are 


e hehind, and reaching forth to — 3 that 


ein Chriſt Jeſus. In the height and funfhine of 


proſperity it is not unmindful, that it muſt one 


Ik through the valley of the ſhadow of 
m adverſity it is ſupported, by the hope 


of teturnisg to its reſt, and enjoying the bleſſed- 


neſs of them, that die in the Lord. Thus through 
At the viciſſitudes of life, whether it be a day of 
rejoicing, or a night of affliction, the chriſtian 
runs with patience the race fet before him, Took= 


ing unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher” of our 
faith, who for the joy, that was ſet before him, 
e endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is 


i © now fer down at the _ hand of the throne 


or 


kim, [6 whe was the firſt fruits of them that flept,”* 
he is prepared vg the _ of I the reſt 


of the grave. 4 
H. We were to thew in what conlft the bien 


 edneſs of them, who die in the Lor. 
2 — that they may reſt from 


2 bye 5 Kenbm from all the ewt. and 
— of" Hfe. Man is born unto trouble, as 
the fparks fly upward.” Sorrow wakes bim ina 
fe, and affliftion marks him for her owns Riches 
and honor are liable 1 virtue and 
piety are acquainted with grief. To live, is to be 
afflicted 3 bur to die, Ache privitige of the righ- 
teous. r with cold, but friendly, hand puts a 
e all their toils and ſufferings. Sickneſs 
and pain loſe their power to proſtrate the ſpirits, 
and diſtract the mind. Sorrow and diſtreſs cannot 
interrupt the quietude of the grave. Weariſome 
days and ſleepleſs nights are changed to one un- 
clouded: day of reſt and peace. There the ſighing 
of the widow is heard no more; there the 
phanꝰs tears are wiped away. There the wicket 
* eee 11 there the ee e 
At reſt. ? 

Death not only Weber dne chriſtian from aha. 
evils of this world; but r. him os 2 5 4 
ſervices, the * Wards ot | | 
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| heart and a deſponding mind 


ſtians has ja nene 
: the employment of heaven. Their 


them to the world of ſpirits 
where, free from the e encroachme 


t the diſtracdion of an aching 


with renewed vigor, being 3 wy: the ar : | 


ence of the heavenly hoſts, and rewarded with 


the ſmiles of an approving Judge and crowns. of 
immortal glory. There faith is turned to viſion, 


and hope to enjoyment. There no groundleſs 


want of kindneſs chills the fervor of devotion. 
All hearts are joined in the ſame bond of love; 


ll voices united in the fame aft of praiſe. One 


is worſhi; by all- One Redeemer admired 
—One Spirit * them all- One heaven 
all. Blefled are the on that die 


in the Lord. Wn EY. 


Another privilege enjoyed by os pious FRY is 


xl the renewal of thoſe virtuous friendſhips, which 


were begun in this world; but left to be perfected 
in heaven. The preſent is a ſtate of diſſolution 


'B and death., The moſt tender and e con- 
.  neCtions are often ſuddenly diſſolved, the 


nely ſurvivor 3 mourn in ſolitude the loſs 


, 15 1 

emoves the wall of Sojurathony: and is: hats) Ins 
t nental in renewing the friendſhip, It had in- 
— and in uniting the ſouls, it had ſepa 


rated. The pious Eines, who! faithfully: ſerved 
God together in this world, are now joined in 
one eternal and ſublime ſervice of him in the 


world above. Free from the pains and anxieties 
of mortal life, undiſturbed by the fears of diſſolv- 


ing friendſhip and ſtill more diſtreſſing fears of 
diſſolving nature, they unitedly participate that 
fulneſs of joy, which is in the preſence of God 
thoſe pure celeſtial pleaſures, which flow at his 


; * hand forevermore. . ee 


_ muſt theſe pious ſouls, liberated from the 5 : 
toils of life, rejoice to hear this heavenly invitation, 


Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 


dom prepared for you from the foundation of 


the world” ! How will it gladden theit hearts 


to be introduced to the paradiſe of Hod, and 
* To 


crowned with an eternal weight of ger 
find thoſe bodies, which were once corruptible, 
now incorruptible! Once mortal; but now im- 
mortal! Once ſhrouded in Gackdoth, and bending 


white robes, and enlivened with the immediate 


preſence of God and of the Lamb! Once ſeeing 


through a glaſs darkly; but now beholding all 

things as they are! Once languid and formal in 

their devotion ; now quickened, and infpired, by 
the preſence of the heavenly hoſts! Once fainting 
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60 ear n neither ave entered into the heart of 
hen God hath ene for 
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left, to ae whether we vs prepared to follow 
them? Whether we have reaſonable ground to 
hope, that our''* iniquities are forgiven, and our 
fins covered“? Whether we have ſincerely deſired 


_- earneſtly. endeavo vored, by keeping the com- 
| ment hc RP the eee n 


ful,“ let us be excited by all the motives of the 
goſpel. to double pag Obie qu hp our 


2 —— — 
againſt the king of terrors? We are daily admon- 


nor tha bloom and ſprightlineſs of youth, nor the 


ſtrength of manhood, nor the hoary locks of age, 
of death. How many in the meridian of their 
1 —— —— 
ſnatched from the fond embrace, and hurried 
through the dark valley of the ſhadow of death“! 
Many a hopeful youth, blooming in health, has 

been ſuddenly cut down in the morning of life, 
and withered, like the flower of the field. And 


life, and ſeemed to ſee the evils, that awaited and 
the dangers, that threatened 


x en the richt hani untl iat the 


has ſhrunk, like the 
* Endive. 


ab ad a, or 


gm 


N — - — A 
— «%% —᷑—ñ— OI I — 2 — 3ꝙ3— 2 —̃ ——— — 2 — 
s 8 — 8 . 
1 a 


» 4 — — — — — - = 
N . — n - _ — , | 
* PP Dr DS DB + 72. — — . 
K - MES, - 0 4 £ 
r- 0 N . . 15h N EW op. 17. 
ESE Cy. 8 
* b _ 2 


B. Q anant -. YFuae e EO —r a. — pr 
3 * : 
1 < — = * 
* 


rr eee 8 DO 
* 


. 


through the infſuence of the Spirit of grace, that 


461 
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b Saales plant, rom the fatal contagion, and bak | 


— 3 


* af graſs. . Ihe graſs withereth, and the flower 
—————— but the word of the Lord 
forever. Here ia our glory, our 


g 3 refuge, and in this is our hope, 


our conſolation, and our joy. It is by che belief of 
this word, and the practice of its precepts in life, 


we enjoy the hope of it in death; and, finally, 
eſcape the miſery of - thoſe, who die in unbeiief, 


ane ee t ith. eee eee ee 


* from the r oa on glory. 
© of his power.“ 107 ee RAEE 24 
Our fubje& a 40 ini ire — 
n patient reſignation to the will of heaven. 
Whatever trials he may be called to endure in the 


ey of life, he is fupported by the hope, that 


1 
ion 


| e day have an end; when he ſhall reſt 


peace. Although he now eat the bread of ad- 


verity, and drink the water of affü ion 3 yet 
AGES e he thall eat the bread 
of God. — — is 
Not my will, but thine, O Father, be done.” 


| r 


2 1 23 — —_ 


7 ˖ 19 * *S 
| Sega vow at his death, 
What comfort, then, may thoſe: derive. from our 
——— — — to Wan 
Ses 0 de dest grave the den remains of » 
a6 fucks 2.vhoves it is 
many and generous to weep. On ſuch an occn 
| Gon, neither our religion, nor its benevolent. Aus 
thor, requires us to harden qur hearts againſt the 
feelings of nature; nor Rifle our ſorrows by with. 
holding the tear of ſympathy. - We have the ex- 
ample of One, who knew the value of a chriſtian 
friend, and who himſelf felt the afſſiction, which 
His death had occafioned; for Jefus wept. But 
the gaſpel has furniſhed us with a rule to regulate 
our grief, - Je are not to ſorrow as thoſe, Who 
have no hope.“ And what ſtronger hape, my 
mourning friends, could you expect, or deſire, than 
what your pious. deceaſed parent has now left: for 
your ſupport and conſolation in her death ? Has 
not this -confoling voice already reached your 
© wounded ſpirits, Weep not; ſhe is not dead, but 
fleepeth”* } Your affliftion, however, for the prei- 
ent is grievous. You have repeatedly been called 
to taſte the bitter cup. You have now to < tread 
the wine preis alone.” But how 'ought. it to af. 
fuage the anguiſh of your grief, to check the riſ- 
ing ſigh, and to wipe away the falling tear, when 


the conſtant piety, the ardent 


— 


t 


zeal, and the entire devotedneſs of your « 
parents to the ſervice of God? Is there not 2 
melancholy pleaſure in reviewing the holy life, 
which eee in recognizing the leſſons of 
virtue and piety, which they ſo often inculcated; 
and the fervent prayers, which they unceaſingly 
preſent to the throne of grace in your behalf? 
Ought you not to be filled with joy and peace in 
_ believing, that they are now numbered TO: the 

pious dead; that their pains and ſorrow: 
_ ceaſed; that they reſt from their labors ; that their 
immortal ſpirits are in the paradiſe of God, where 
their virtuous friendſhip is renewed, and their 
voices attuned to nobler harps of praiſe ; and that 
their frail bodies, which now fleep in the grave, 
ſhall again awake to life, and, being found faſh- 
joned like unto Chriſt's glorious body, and reuni- 
ted with their kindred ſpirits, go to be forever 
with the Lord ? Would you, therefore, mourn 
aright? © Weep not for them; but weep for 

yourſelves.” They are above a world of tempta- 
tion and fin, ſorrow and death. You are ſtill in 
the valley of tears. Imitate their . pious example. 
Walk in that righteouſneſs, in which they walked. 
Serve that God, whom they ſo faithfully ſerved. 
Truſt in that Redeemer, in gre truſted and 
delighted. And aſk the divine influence and aſſiſt⸗ 
ance of that Spirit, who enabled them to “ fight 
the good fight, to finiſh their courſe, to keep the 


om” Then will ye be prepared to follow't them 
to 


. 3 3 
ä which ee wn the 8 


o him. who is the Father of the catherles'n my 


orphan's hope ; 3 commit your way unto him T 
<« truſt alfo in him, and he will bring it to paſs.“ 
In the death of our late friend and ſiſter, we, 


2s 2 church, are admoniſhed of the frailty of hu 


man nature, the uncertainty of life, the mutabili- | 
ty of all terreſtrial enjoyments, and the importance 
of a ſpeedy preparation for that world, which is 


the deſire of us all. A few months have rolled 
away, ſince you were ſummoned: to follow your 
late pious and beloved paſtor to the cold and 
ſilent grave. Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how 


great were your ſorrows on that afliting occa» 


ſion. Scarcely had your tears ceaſed to flow, when 


vou were called afreſh to commit to the ſame 
gloomy manſion the dear partner of all his joys 
and ſorrows. During the frail life of her beloved 


companion, by happily blending the feelings of 
fympathy with the fortitude of the chriſtian and 
the cheerfulneſs of the friend, ſhe often | * lifted 


up the hands, that hung down,” cheered the — | 


ponding ſpirits, and thus prolonged 1 LY hf Y 
more dear to herſelf and children, tha f 


Ing to his friends, and uſeful and 9 pag 
his charge. But, when the ſilver cord was looſed, 
, and the weary foul returned to its reſt, the ſiſter 


Piri, r fondeſt care and 
tendereſt 


e her heart; 16, at | length, w wake 

of its victim too ready to vad, drank up 8 the 

— open 

Gan; bat gare to heaven 2 faint. : 
. The places; 


_ hhnomas ef lt Yrovidence to us is, — — 
ready; for at fuch an nn hart at IO 
_ © the Son of man cometh.” |» 
Let us all, my hearers, Earn a lefon of ſobriety; 
kumility, and pious ſolicitude, from this ſolemn oc- 
cifion. As we were intereſted in the life, ſo ought 
| ſelves. Let not the frequent inſtances of mortal- 
' Ity, which we are called to witneſs, harden us by 
their repetition into dangerous inſenſibility to theſe 
folemn admonitions of Providence; but rather im- 
God, which is the beginning of wiſdom that deep 
comes ſuch ſinſul, dying worms as we. The time is 
faſt approaching, when we too muſt lie on beds of 
ficknefs—when we too muſt die ! May the folemn 


on break the fatal enchantment, which 
binds. 
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binds us to the world, and 8 ER on * 
wings of faith and hope to the contemplation of © 
thoſe ſublime: realities beyond the grave! That, 
when we ſhall be. ſummoned to ſtand on the bor- 
ders of the eternal world—when we ſhall behold. all 
things here below leſſening and fading away—the 
proſpect of heaven and the joys of immortality may 
open, and brighten before us! May, then, the 
ſublime hopes and the animating promiſes. of the 
goſpel revive our drooping, ſinking ſpirits! . Max 
our ſouls be found renewed and ſanctiſied by divine 
grace! And, although fleſh and heart ſhould fail 
us; yet may we be enabled, even with our faulter- 
ing, dying breath, to join the chriſtian's triumphant 
ſong, O DeaTH, WHERE IS THY STING ? 0 
GRAVE, WHERE IS THY VICTORY? THE STING 
OF DEATH Is SIN, AND THE STRENGTH or 8IN dg 
THE LAW; BUT THANKS BE To Gop, Wo 
HATH .GIVEN US THE VICTORY THROUGH OUR. 
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